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that the much talked of Five-Year Plan was doomed
to failure before it started. The whole thing is
abortive for the -standard of civilisation throughout
the U.S.S.R. and especially seeing they hardly have
any industry working as a financial asset to the State,
apart from oil. For what is all this sacrifice of the
Russian people ? They are worse off to-day than
ever, \vith no hope from the State of lighter burdens
in the future.

I only touch the surface of this one industry,
iron and steel, to give an idea of the chaos prevailing.
This industry, of course, is probably the most
costly and takes premier place, but what is to be said
of many other industries of which I heard much
during my travels.

It was one of the tenets of the Five Year Plan
that sacrifices were only temporary and that when
it was completed the workers would live in plenty.
Propaganda of every kind has been used to convince
the workers of this, and in dull apathy they accepted
it. To secure the valuta which they must spend
on foreign machinery, the Soviet has gone to extreme
lengths. Russian money has no value abroad and
in consequence they must conscript every farthing
of foreign currency available in Russia. This end
has been achieved by ruthlessly stripping the
peasantry and bourgeoise of nearly everything they
possessed and selling it. Some of the expropriated
property is sold abroad, while much of it goes to
tourists in return for their currency.

The result is that not only are the workers poorly
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